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The mission of Charlton Park is to provide educational
and recreational opportunities, through the collection,
preservation and demonstration of early rural Michigan
life, artifacts and buildings, and the management of
natural and recreation areas.
www.charltonpark.org

iiiiWe are excited to welcome you for Of Christmas
Past. The event will be held on December 9 and 10
with a slight time change, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (12-5
pm previously). You will be able to enjoy all of your
favorites - popcorn, crafts, cinnamon sugar apples,
chestnuts, St. Nicholas, and more. We hope you will
take the opportunity to celebrate the holiday season
with us!

(269) 945-3775

Banner photo courtesy of Photographic Memory

PARK HAPPENINGS
iii Celebrating community pride and local heritage,
Hastings Charter Township held a township meeting and ice cream social at their former facility, the
Township Hall at the Park, on September 12. We
thank our local residents for their continuing support of our wonderful Hall.
iii The Park participated in the Barry County United
Way’s Day of Caring on September 14. Sixteen individuals
gave their time to help winterize the gardens throughout the
historic village. We are grateful to CASA for Kids, Family
Support Center, and Southside Pediatrics for their
willingness to get dirty and give back to their community!
iii The Park partnered with the Hastings Area
Schools Athletic Department to host its 2nd Interstate 8 Cross Country Meet
on October 10. Hundreds
of co-ed middle and high
school runners from the region participated. A special thanks to Steve Collins,

(Hastings High School Cross Country Coach) and
the Park’s maintenance team for helping things run
so smoothly.
iii Park staff Claire Johnston and Shannon Pinkster traveled to Lansing October 17-19 to attend
the annual conference of the Michigan Museums
Association. This conference is a great opportunity
to network with other museum professionals, enjoy
keynote addresses from some of the field’s top players, and visit other museums to learn about what
they are doing. This year, Claire presented with a
colleague from the Ruth Mott Foundation/Applewood: The Charles Stewart Mott Estate, a session
which was very well attended. Shannon had an opportunity to visit the office of Representative Calley
to share information about
what Michigan’s museums
are up to and how she can
advocate for us. Plus, we
were able to catch up with
a familiar face - Liz Bonora
(2015 Collections Intern/2016 Collections Assistant, picture). Overall, the conference was a great
experience, as always.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
iiiiiThe 4th Annual Barry County Outdoor Recreation Youth Day was held on
September 9. A record crowd
of 780 children and their families attended a fun-filled day
featuring giveaways and outdoor activities hosted by the
Barry Conservation District
and numerous community partners.
iiiiiThe Fall Harvest Festival was hosted by the
Barry County and Charlton Park Antique Gas &
Steam Engine Clubs on September 22-24. Around
515 spectators, exhibitors, and vendors were treated to fresh pressed apple cider, steamed apples,
pumpkin painting, numerous demonstrations
and a tractor pull; all
while admiring the antique machinery in the
Park. Thanks to volunteers Elaine Drury, Laura McBeth, Ann Replogle,
Tim Raymond, the Seif-Miller family, and all exhibitors for their help during this event.
iiiiiArts and Eats, on October 21 and 22, is a free
back roads tour of artist studios, farms and eateries. Several of the artists currently on display in the
Barry County Artists Exhibition were on site to sell
additional pieces. 140 visitors toured the museum
and historic buildings over the weekend.
iiiiiThe annual All Hallows Evening celebration
took place on Saturday, October 28 and over 375
guests dodged rain and sleet to enjoy a festive
time at the Park. There was trick or treating in the
historic village, along
with wagon rides, an autumn-themed maze, donuts, cider, popcorn balls
and balloons. Thanks so
much to volunteers Mark
Allison, Elaine Drury,
Brad Geering, Dan Harrow, Shirley Head, Shianne Hinckley, Kristina
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Mann, Dan and Sandy McDiarmid, Herb and Mary
Jo McPeake, James
Miller, Jaynie Mueller, Lisa Nelson, Terry Pardue, Gavin and
Grayson Patton, Laura
Payne, Claire Phillips,
Katie Ponsetto, Tim Raymond, Ann and Alexis
Replogle, Amanda Rumsey, Darlene and Tim Rumsey, Tim Rumsey, Jr., Emma and Rosa Seif, Bob
Spaulding, and Sharon Zebrowski for all of their
assistance during this event.

EXHIBITS & COLLECTIONS
iiiiThe Barry County Artists Exhibition opening
reception for artists and their families was held
on October 12, 2017. Fifty attendees mingled
and listened as the judges
(Steven White and Doug
Brinks) revealed the top
prizes (photo). The exhibit
opened to the public on
October 16 and will be
open until December 10,
2017 in the stone museum
building. This year’s winners are:
Best in Show – Joe Hull, Porter (photo below)
1st Place 2D – Stephanie Komondy, Zebra
1st Place 3D – Alfred Gemrich, Blue Swirl Bowl
Honorable Mention – Lane Cooper, Michigan Catfish
Honorable Mention – Jana Thomas, What’s Up?
iiiiSpecial thanks to Jack Boarts, Dave Chase,
and Roberta Meeker for their
continuing service to collections
projects, big and small! Roberta is
examining a collection of archival
documents, and Jack and Dave
assisted with de-installation of the
WWI exhibit and the installation
of the Barry County Artists
Exhibition. Please welcome Maryann Mead to the
collections team, she will be assisting with data
entry.
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EDUCATION

VOLUNTEERS’ CORNER

iiiiThe education season kicked off early this fall,
on September 18. The Park will host 30 programs,
participating in both the traditional year-round programs and a seasonal Victorian Christmas program.
The fall season is free for schools in Barry County,
so 2nd graders from the area are coming out with their
teachers and chaperones to enjoy a day at the Park.
Thanks so much to presenters Bonnie David, Elaine
Drury, Steve Evans, Carol Foley, Claire Herhold, Judith and Eugene Kidder, Katie Ponsetto, and Barb
Turkal for their assistance this season!
iiiiWe’re so excited to introduce (and reintroduce)
our two newest part-time Historic
Presenters. Vickie St. John (pictured
left) is a Middleville resident who
enjoys sharing history with others. She
has attended events
at Historic Charlton
Park as a reenactor during the Civil
War Muster. We’d also like to reintroduce Elizabeth “Ellie” Benedict
(pictured right), 2017’s Foundation
Intern. She has moved back to the area, and is so happy for the opportunity to return to Historic Charlton
Park to help with the education programs. We’re so
glad to have both of these wonderful ladies!

iiiiiPark staff wishes to thank the crew at Barry County
Mental Health Authority’s Positive Directions campus
that assisted once again with cleaning, event prep, office tasks and paper recycling this spring and summer.
Thank you for your valuable help and keeping us looking our very best!
iiiiiWe were so excited (and not surprised!) to hear
that Walt Eavey (Village volunteer) was chosen as
the “Hometown Hero” in Middleville this year. A reception was held in his honor at the Ever After Banquet hall, which included dinner, speeches by family,
friends, and Walt himself, and the presentation of the
award. Park staff members Claire Johnston and Shannon Pinkster had the opportunity to attend the dinner
to congratulate Walt in person. We cannot think of a
more deserving recipient!
iiiiiThe Park’s volunteer costume collection has grown,
thanks to a very generous donation by former volunteer,
Lois Bremer. The donation
includes an assortment of
dresses, aprons, bonnets, and
even a pair of pantaloons!
Lois could often be seen at
the special events baking
cookies or churning butter, or assisting with the school
programs, especially in the township hall making candles. We welcomed the opportunity to have Lois come
visit, and we appreciate the donation very much.

OPERATIONS UPDATE
iii Maintenance has been working on winterizing the
recreation area and village. The water has been shut
off and lines blown out in preparation for cold temperatures and snow. Picnic tables have been stacked and
put away for the season. The only thing that remains in
the recreation area is the boat launch, which will stay
until the lake starts to freeze. The village boat docks
have been removed and cleaned. The stone bathrooms
in the village will stay open for the season, but the
walnut grove restroom will be closing at the end of
November.
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Contact Information
Dan Patton - Director
dpatton@barrycounty.org
Roger Smith - Operations Manager
rsmith@barrycounty.org
Stacey Graham - Office Manager/Event Coordinator
sgraham@barrycounty.org
Claire Johnston - Curator/Exhibits Coordinator
cjohnston@barrycounty.org
Shannon Pinkster - Programming/Education Facilitator
spinkster@barrycounty.org
Ben Strimback - Maintenance Supervisor
bstrimback@barrycounty.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Of Christmas Past
December 9th and 10th
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. both days
Come celebrate a Victorian Christmas
at Charlton Park!
Live music in the Church
Enjoy wassail and plum pudding
Make crafts and dip candles

www. charltonpark.org
(269) 945-3775 - Fax (269) 945-0390

$6 for adults
$4 for children 4 - 12 years

Office Hours:
Open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Keep up on our events and see photos by
checking out our page on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/charltonpark

